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Now the interesting thing for us about a nationality is
that it is always striving to become a nation. A nation,
as we have seen, may be composed of several nationalities ;
but such cases are rare, and are due to peculiar geographical
conditions, as for example in Switzerland and Great Britain,
or to external pressure, as in Belgium, which have as it
were welded together the different racial elements into a
single whole. In general, therefore, a nation is simply
a nationality which has acquired self-government; it is
nationality plus State. " Ireland a nation," the warcry
of the Irish Nationalist party, is a claim, not a statement
of fact; Ireland will become a nation when its desire
for self-government is satisfied. The case is instructive
because it shows that it is not necessary for a nationality
to become a sovereign State in order to be in the full sense
of the word a nation. It is perfectly possible, as our Serb
remarked, for several nations to form a single sovereign
state ; but as a general rule all such nations will be allowed
to manage their own internal affairs. The self-governing
Dominions of the British Empire and the Magyars of Hungary
are nations, though they are subordinate to their respective
imperial governments in questions of peace and war, treaty
obligations, etc.
The real test of national existence is ultimately a senti-
mental one. Does the nationality inhabiting a given
country regard the government under which it lives as
a true expression of its peculiar genius and will ? Does
the State, of which it forms a part, exist by its consent, or
has it been imposed upon it by some alien authority or
nationality ? Is it a territorial unity, or has it been split
up into sections by artificial frontiers ? All these questions
must be answered before we can say of any nationality that
it is also a nation. The " national idea," therefore, which
has been one of the chief factors in modern history, is